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9th Gear Technologies Press Kit 
 
About 9th Gear Technologies. 
9th Gear Technologies is the only B2B institutional marketplace that enables same 
day Foreign Exchange (FX) transactions through on-demand payment liquidity. We 
offer greater transparency, reduced risk and lower cost to vastly more 
participants. Through a digital transformation of the backend, 9th Gear has re-
imagined the FX transaction, moving from a process where a handful of global banks 
dominate the FX market and trades take two days to settle, to a process that is open 
to brand new participants and can be completed in minutes. Leveraging the unique 
capabilities of blockchain technology, 9th Gear leverages the smart contracts and 
distributed ledger of a private permissioned blockchain to transform this $5.1 trillion 
daily industry. 

 
9th Gear Executives’ Bios 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Maryanne Morrow, CEO and Founder 
Maryanne brings more than 20 years as a corporate veteran in the financial, 
marketing and advertising industries to her role as founder and CEO of 9th Gear 
Technologies where she is responsible for leading corporate strategy, scaling the 
company and investor relations. She is a mutual funds specialist, launching a 
family of funds and architecting fee-based asset management platforms for 
banks, broker dealers and insurance firms. She was involved in two successful 
exits (to Standard & Poor’s and BNP Paribas), and also consulted on the custom 
content and advertising efforts of many financial firms while working at The Wall 
Street Journal. Maryanne is an active angel investor and an expert on blockchain, 
ICOs and cryptocurrency. 
 
Maryanne was educated at Cornell University in Material Science Engineering, 
then LeMoyne in Finance and Whittier Law School. Maryanne also previously 
served as CEO of SurgeXLR, a boutique accelerator she founded that focused on 
a faster path to monetization. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 
David Paul, Chief Financial Officer 
A Silicon Valley tech veteran, David brings extensive financial operations 
experience working with high tech manufacturing companies to his role as CFO 
of 9th Gear. Prior to 9th Gear, he worked with Intuitive Surgical, Omnicell and 
Fusion-io, where he participated in the initial public offerings for both Intuitive 
Surgical and Fusion-io,and assisted in the turnaround activities for Omnicell after 
a public restatement. He has led ERP system implementations and likes to create 
efficient, scalable infrastructure for growing organizations. Since 2014, David has 
been an active angel investor and led a variety of due diligence teams.  
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David earned an MBA from Santa Clara University and a B.A. from Lawrence 
University in Appleton, Wisconsin. He also serves as a consultant and advisor to 
start-up companies in the San Francisco Bay Area.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary-Lou Smulders, Chief Marketing Officer 
Mary-Lou brings tremendous passion, strategic depth and more than 20 years of 
high-tech sales, marketing and leadership experience to her role at CMO of 9th 
Gear where she is responsible for leading the company’s marketing and 
communications, including public relations and analyst relations.  
 
Prior to joining 9th Gear, Mary-Lou held the role of CMO at AtHoc (acquired by 
Blackberry) and over the course of the past 10 years served as a board member 
and strategic advisor for a variety of high-tech companies, where she expertly 
guided their sales and marketing strategies. A veteran of enterprise marketing at 
a global scale, Mary-Lou also held the role of Senior VP of Global Marketing at 
Oracle. Earlier in her career, she advised clients on strategic transformation 
initiatives while at Booz & Co., and prior to that time, worked on oil rigs for 
ExxonMobil and Shell Oil.  
 
Mary-Lou holds an MBA from Erasmus University in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, 
and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering from Cornell University, where she graduated with highest honors.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

 
 
Kathy Maher, Chief Information Officer 
Kathy is responsible for the smooth operational flow and processing of all 
transactions across the 9th Gear marketplace. 
 
Kathy has a wide array of business and management experience in capital 
markets, asset management and wealth management. She has held senior 
technology and operations leadership positions at Columbia Management and 
Fleet Boston Financial (now Bank of America). Kathy built and integrated 
operating infrastructures across a diverse set of corporate and market based 
infrastructures on a global basis. She has launched innovative products in the 
wealth management industry including a “robo in a box” tool kit to power digital 
investment advice platforms and based UMH based advisory portals. She also 
held lead product and solution roles at FundQuest, Citibank, and Genpact.   
 
Kathy holds an MBA from Boston University with a concentration in MIS and 
operations and an AB with a major in mathematics from Dartmouth College. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 

 
Ed Monaghan, Executive Vice-President Global Partnerships 
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Ed comes to 9th Gear with more than 25 years of industry experience, most 
recently as Managing Director and Global Head of Foreign Exchange for RBC 
Capital Markets, based in London. While at RBC Capital Markets he was 
responsible for managing all Global FX activities, as well as the formulation and 
execution of RBC's strategic foreign exchange initiatives. Ed was a member of 
the Capital Markets European Operating Committee, Fixed Income Currency 
and Commodities Operating Committee and sat on several industry boards, 
including the Global Financial Markets Association, Canadian Foreign Exchange 
Committee, ECB FX Contact Group and Co. 
 
He was also the Chair of the Electronic Trading working group as part of the BIS 
Global Code of Conduct for FX. Ed began his career at RBC Capital Markets as a 
Senior Dealer on the currency desk, managing the Japanese yen book. Ed 
Graduated from Lower Canada College in Montreal and he and his family moved 
to London, England in 2007. 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 
David Gopal, Head of Product Innovation 
David brings 20 years of foreign exchange and interest rate derivatives sales and 
trading experience to 9th Gear. He spent the majority of his career with Wells 
Fargo, managing diverse sales teams across a variety of disciplines, including 
cross-currency swaps, FX options, as well as derivative accounting and analytics 
services. He brings technical expertise in regulatory, compliance, and risk 
management issues, and experience with the development of credit, CVA and 
ROE policies. 
 
David earned his MBA from the Fuqua School of Business at Duke University and 
his BA from Claremont McKenna College. He has been a CFA charter holder 
since 2002.  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 
Simon Stillwell, Sr. Vice-President Sales 
Simon comes to 9th Gear with over 25 years financial technology of sales and 
management experience. He has served on the boards of various companies and 
has deep expertise in building, mentoring and managing successful sales teams 
across the globe. He has been involved in several startups; small privately held 
businesses and publicly traded companies throughout his career. He has 
experience in the sale of SaaS to financial institutions including large banks, asset 
managers, hedge funds and custodians. 
 
Simon earned his BS in Business and Finance from the University of Plymouth 
and volunteers with Boston Cares. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Gretchen Wilson, Vice-President Customer Success 
Gretchen brings 25 years of financial services experience spanning product 
manufacturers, securities clearing firms and retail distribution. Based on her 
intense curiosity, unique end to end perspective, broad knowledge and 
expertise, she has focused her career on building and expanding businesses. 
 
Prior to joining 9th Gear, Gretchen was with Manulife/John Hancock where she 
led the business expansion efforts for the Retirement Plans division, established 
John Hancock’s Intellectual Property Office including strategy and 
implementation, created a Product Due Diligence team responsible for 
reviewing all products sold through retail advisors, and led the development of a 
multi-product new business processing system. Gretchen was also with Fidelity 
Investments where she led the development of annuity processing automation 
and advisor technology.  For the past 5 years, Gretchen has consulted in 
financial services and is a partner and board member with Hopsters Brewing 
Company – a unique craft beer experience. 
 
Gretchen earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from 
LeMoyne College. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 
Steve Hawes, Vice-President Product Management 
Steve’s 25+ year career has focused on the intersection of financial services and 
technology. He has held product and operations roles at Fidelity Investments, 
Liberty Mutual Insurance and Inc.com (a Bertelsmann company) including 
product management experience in asset management programs, payment 
systems, brokerage trading and private client portals. 
  
Steve has driven digital/agile transformation strategies across domestic and 
global business lines. He has been successful in implementing new ideas to 
improve processes and enhance productivity and has a proven track record in 
designing and implementing business technology initiatives that delight 
customers and simultaneously achieve business results. 
  
Steve earned his MBA at Northeastern University with a focus on technology. He 
earned his BA from America University. He has held NASD series 7, 8 and 63 and 
is a certified scrum product owner. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
   

Fran Leonard, Chief of Staff 
Fran brings over 15 years in Treasury and Capital Markets in large banking  
organizations. After serving as a trader and portfolio manager focused on  
fixed income securities, she worked closely with executive management to  
drive key strategic initiatives and operational effectiveness.  As Chief of Staff, 
she aligns company strategy and overseas daily business management  
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acting as liaison for Human Resources, IT, Operations, Finance and  
Marketing. 
 
Fran earned her BA from Boston College majoring in Economics and Political 
Science. 
 

  
  
  

 
 

Board Members & Advisors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob Bunje, Chairman of the Board 
Bob is a talented and seasoned executive with over 30 years of experience in 
financial services, and consulting. He brings a wealth of expertise with specific 
focus in mergers and acquisitions (M&A), initial public offerings (IPO) as well as 
financial strategy and budgetary oversight. With an abundance of international 
experience, Bunje has a strong understanding of various markets throughout 
North America, Europe and Asia.  
  
As CEO and founder of Bunje Pacific Consulting Group, Bunje serves as 
executive and board positions for a variety of businesses including Nippon 
Electric Glass, Kimpton Trust, Techniglas, Wedgewood Technologies.  Previous 
experiences include Chairman of North Face and Partner & Managing Director of 
Deloitte. 
  
Bunje graduated from Santa Clara University with a Bachelor of Science. He is 
also certified by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the 
California Society of Certified Public Accountants. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 

 
Jim Emerich, Board Member 
Jim is a Silicon Valley finance veteran with more than 25 years of financial 
experience at multiple technology start-ups. Currently, Jim is the Chief Financial 
Officer at Science Exchange, the leading marketplace for outsourced scientific 
research. Prior to Science Exchange, he was CFO at BrightEdge Technologies, 
Avangate, Apprio, and Mulesoft. In addition, Jim held executive finance roles at 
Salesforce.com, NotifyMe Networks, NBC Internet, LDM Technologies, and 
General Electric Plastics. 
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Jim earned a BA of Economics in Chemistry and Business Administration from 
Principia College.  He is also a graduate of the GE Financial Management 
Program. 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 

 
Carrie Catlin, Advisor 
Carrie is a Principal at Fenway Financial Advisors, LLC where she provides 
financial planning and investment management to “the 19%” – those with 
complex financial lives who are saving for or enjoying retirement.   
 
Carrie has worked in the financial services industry for over 25 years, in both the 
US and Singapore.  After starting a technology career at IBM, Carrie developed 
software for institutional equity trading at Morgan Stanley, sold electronic 
trading systems to institutional traders with Fidelity Investments, and held 
leadership roles in product management and institutional relationship 
management at JPMorgan and Fidelity Investments.  Carrie has also managed 
large institutional advisor relationships at Charles Schwab.   
 
Carrie earned an MBA from the New York University Stern School of Business.  
She also holds a BS in Computer Science with a Minor in Economics from the 
University of Delaware.  Carrie is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP®). 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phil Harris, Advisor 
Phil brings over 30 years of experience in the financial technology and capital 
markets arena. His background includes roles in sales, product, corporate and 
business development across a number of innovative companies. Notable roles 
in foreign exchange (FX) include; Head of EBS Market, NEX Group, Head of FX 
Strategy and Initiatives, Nasdaq, CEO, 360T, Americas and Head of Sales at 
FXMarketSpace.  
 
Phil has been involved in multiple efforts to improve the current market structure, 
clearing and settlement activities in FX. Phil also served as a board member at 
the FXPA, representing the collective interests of professional foreign exchange 
industry participants. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 
Aman Johar, Advisor 
Over the last 10 years, Aman has worked with a variety of startups and has a broad 
background in strategy, operations, and deal-making. In the startup 
world, Aman has been on both sides of the entrepreneur-investor table. With 
Proteum, Aman is excited about enterprise applications of blockchains and advising 
companies in building their capabilities to adapt to a rapidly shifting technology 
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landscape. He has developed a unique expertise in the business and regulatory 
implications of utilizing blockchains and tokenizing assets.  

 
Aman is a mentor at the Singulairty University and a board member at KeraCel. He 
holds a BSc in Electrical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology, BHU 
and an MBA from the Tepper School of Business at Carnegie Mellon where he was 
named a Swartz Fellow. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Josiah Sullivan, Advisor 
Josiah leads security and access engineering for Amazon in Seattle and 
previously led Amazon's re-architecture onto AWS. Prior to AWS, he was Director 
of Engineering and Director of Infrastructure Delivery at GoDaddy, managed 
Data Center Engineering & Architecture at ServiceNow, and launched, scaled 
and rebuilt multiple Microsoft cloud services.  
 
Josiah’s 20+ years in service engineering, operations, finance, and product 
planning enables him to drive breakout growth for cloud services by consistently 
reducing cost while increasing performance. 
 
Josiah earned a Bachelor’s in business and computer science from Seattle Pacific 
University.  

 
 


