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9th Gear Technologies Press Kit 
 
About 9th Gear Technologies. 
9th Gear Technologies is the only B2B institutional foreign exchange (FX) 
marketplace with on-demand payment liquidity, enabling same day trading and 
settlement. We offer greater transparency, reduced risk and lower cost to 
significantly more participants. Through a digital transformation of the back-office, 
9th Gear has re-imagined the FX transaction, moving from today’s simple messaging 
platform-based process where a handful of global banks dominate the FX market 
and trades take two days to settle, to a trade that is open to new participants and 
can be completed in minutes. 9th leverages the smart contracts and distributed 
ledger of a private permissioned blockchain to transform this $5.1 trillion daily 
industry. 

 
 

 

 
9th Gear Executives’ Bios 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maryanne Morrow, CEO and founder 
Maryanne brings more than 20 years as a corporate veteran in the financial, 
marketing and advertising industries to her role as founder and CEO of 9th Gear 
Technologies where she is responsible for leading corporate strategy, scaling the 
company and investor relations. She is a mutual funds specialist, launching a 
family of funds and architecting fee-based asset management platforms for 
banks, broker dealers and insurance firms. She was involved in two successful 
exits (to Standard & Poor’s and BNP Paribas), and also consulted on the custom 
content and advertising efforts of many financial firms while working at The Wall 
Street Journal. Maryanne is an active angel investor and an expert on blockchain, 
ICOs and cryptocurrency. 
 
Maryanne was educated at Cornell University in Material Science Engineering, 
then LeMoyne in Finance and Whittier Law School. Maryanne also previously 
served as CEO of SurgeXLR, a boutique accelerator she founded that focused on 
a faster path to monetization. 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Andrew Fately, Chief Strategist 
Andrew brings 35 years of experience in capital markets across trading, sales and 
management roles at major Wall Street and U.K. financial institutions to his role 
as Chief Strategist of 9th Gear. His primary responsibility is lending his risk 
management and systems knowledge toward blockchain and its applicability 
across numerous capital markets products, including currencies and securities. He 
is also currently working to develop new structures to help update traditional 
trading products to utilize recent technological breakthroughs to improve market 
outcomes. Prior to joining 9th Gear, Andrew’s extensive background has included 
roles at globally recognized companies on multiple continents including RBC, 
Barclays Bank, ING, Kidder Peabody and Lehman Brothers.  
 
Andrew earned his MBA from NYU with a specialization in finance, having 
developed a pricing model for foreign currency options as his thesis topic, and 
graduated from MIT with a B.S. in management. Andrew is also known as the “FX 
Poet”; writing a daily poem to explain the rhythm of the FX markets on his blog, 
fxpoetry.com.  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 

 
David Paul, Chief Financial Officer 
A Silicon Valley tech veteran, David brings extensive financial operations 
experience working with high tech manufacturing companies to his role as CFO 
of 9th Gear. Prior to 9th Gear, he worked with Intuitive Surgical, Omnicell and 
Fusion-io, where he participated in the initial public offerings for both Intuitive 
Surgical and Fusion-io,and assisted in the turnaround activities for Omnicell after 
a public restatement. He has led ERP system implementations and likes to create 
efficient, scalable infrastructure for growing organizations. Since 2014, David has 
been an active angel investor and led a variety of due diligence teams.  
 
David earned an MBA from Santa Clara University and a B.A. from Lawrence 
University in Appleton, Wisconsin. He also serves as a consultant and advisor to 
start-up companies in the San Francisco Bay Area.  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary-Lou Smulders, Chief Marketing Officer 
Mary-Lou brings tremendous passion, strategic depth and more than 20 years of 
high tech sales, marketing and leadership experience to her role at CMO of 9th 
Gear where she is responsible for leading the company’s marketing and 
communications, including public relations and analyst relations.  
 
Prior to joining 9th Gear, Mary-Lou held the role of CMO at AtHoc (acquired by 
Blackberry) and over the course of the past 10 years served as a board member 
and strategic advisor for a variety of high tech companies, where she expertly 
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guided their sales and marketing strategies. A veteran of enterprise marketing at 
a global scale, Mary-Lou also held the role of Senior VP of Global Marketing at 
Oracle. Earlier in her career, she advised clients on strategic transformation 
initiatives while at Booz & Co., and prior to that time, worked on oil rigs for 
ExxonMobil and Shell Oil.  
 
Mary-Lou holds an MBA from Erasmus University in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, 
and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering from Cornell University, where she graduated with highest honors.  

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

Kathy Maher, Senior Vice-President Operations 
Kathy is responsible for the smooth operational flow and processing of all 
transactions across the 9th Gear marketplace. 
 
Kathy has a wide array of business and management experience in capital 
markets, asset management and wealth management. She has held senior 
technology and operations leadership positions at Columbia Management and 
Fleet Boston Financial (now Bank of America). Kathy built and integrated 
operating infrastructures across a diverse set of corporate and market based 
infrastructures on a global basis. She has launched innovative products in the 
wealth management industry including a “robo in a box” tool kit to power digital 
investment advice platforms and based UMH based advisory portals. She also 
held lead product and solution roles at FundQuest, Citibank, and Genpact.   
 
Kathy holds an MBA from Boston University with a concentration in MIS and 
operations and an AB with a major in mathematics from Dartmouth College. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 

 
Michaele James, Vice-President Engineering 

Michaele's leadership & strategic expertise has spanned all technical capacities over 
the course of her career.  Prior to joining 9th Gear, Michaele served as the CTO & 
VP of Business Applications for CSAA Insurance Group, where she was responsible 
for the digital foundation for customer service.  She is most passionate about 
providing simple & effective solutions that include a strong Voice of the Customer. 
She also served as VP of Information Technology at Sun Microsystems. Prior to that, 
she spent several years with Peat Marwick (now KPMG) in their Systems 
Development practice and at Computer Associates, responsible for the post-sales 
support group for the 18 western states.  Michaele began her professional career 
working for Electronic Data Systems (EDS) as a systems engineer. 
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Michaele received a B.S.B.A. degree from the University of Denver in Quantitative 
Methods & Statistics. She spent part of senior year living in Nairobi, Kenya where 
she helped her hosts support the Catholic Relief Services efforts in that country. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ed Monaghan, Executive Vice-President Global Partnerships 
Ed comes to 9th Gear with more than 25 years of industry experience, most 
recently as Managing Director and Global Head of Foreign Exchange for RBC 
Capital Markets, based in London. While at RBC Capital Markets he was 
responsible for managing all Global FX activities, as well as the formulation and 
execution of RBC's strategic foreign exchange initiatives. Ed was a member of 
the Capital Markets European Operating Committee, Fixed Income Currency and 
Commodities Operating Committee and sat on several industry boards, including 
the Global Financial Markets Association, Canadian Foreign Exchange 
Committee, ECB FX Contact Group and Co. 
 
He was also the Chair of the Electronic Trading working group as part of the BIS 
Global Code of Conduct for FX. Ed began his career at RBC Capital Markets as a 
Senior Dealer on the currency desk, managing the Japanese yen book. Ed 
Graduated from Lower Canada College in Montreal and he and his family moved 
to London, England In 2007. 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
 

 
Gretchen Wilson, Vice-President Customer Success 
Gretchen brings 25 years of financial services experience spanning product 
manufacturers, securities clearing firms and retail distribution. Based on her 
intense curiosity, unique end to end perspective, broad knowledge and 
expertise, she has focused her career on building and expanding businesses. 
 
Prior to joining 9th Gear, Gretchen was with Manulife/John Hancock where she 
led the business expansion efforts for the Retirement Plans division, established 
John Hancock’s Intellectual Property Office including strategy and 
implementation, created a Product Due Diligence team responsible for reviewing 
all products sold through retail advisors, and led the development of a multi-
product new business processing system. Gretchen was also with Fidelity 
Investments where she led the development of annuity processing automation 
and advisor technology.  For the past 5 years, Gretchen has consulted in financial 
services and is a partner and board member with Hopsters Brewing Company – a 
unique craft beer experience. 
 
Gretchen earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from 
LeMoyne College. 
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Steve Hawes, Vice-President Product Management 
Steve’s 25+ year career has focused on the intersection of financial services and 
technology. He has held product and operations roles at Fidelity Investments, 
Liberty Mutual Insurance and Inc.com (a Bertelsmann company) including product 
management experience in asset management programs, payment systems, 
brokerage trading and private client portals. 
  
Steve has driven digital/agile transformation strategies across domestic and 
global business lines. He has been successful in implementing new ideas to 
improve processes and enhance productivity and has a proven track record in 
designing and implementing business technology initiatives that delight 
customers and simultaneously achieve business results. 
  
Steve earned his MBA at Northeastern University with a focus on technology. He 
earned his BA from America University. He has held NASD series 7, 8 and 63 and 
is a certified scrum product owner. 
 
 
 

 
 

Board Members & Advisors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob Bunje, Chairman of the Board 
Bob is a talented and seasoned executive with over 30 years of experience in 
financial services, and consulting. He brings a wealth of expertise with specific 
focus in mergers and acquisitions (M&A), initial public offerings (IPO) as well as 
financial strategy and budgetary oversight. With an abundance of international 
experience, Bunje has a strong understanding of various markets throughout 
North America, Europe and Asia.  
  
As CEO and founder of Bunje Pacific Consulting Group, Bunje serves as 
executive and board positions for a variety of businesses including Nippon 
Electric Glass, Kimpton Trust, Techniglas, Wedgewood Technologies.  Previous 
experiences include Chairman of North Face and Partner & Managing Director of 
Deloitte. 
  
Bunje graduated from Santa Clara University with a Bachelor of Science and later 
from the Santa Clara School of Law with his JD. He is also certified by the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the California Society of 
Certified Public Accountants. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Jim Emerich, Board Member 
Jim is a Silicon Valley finance veteran with more than 25 years of financial 
experience at multiple technology start-ups. Currently, Jim is the Chief Financial 
Officer at Science Exchange, the leading marketplace for outsourced scientific 
research. Prior to Science Exchange, he was CFO at BrightEdge Technologies, 
Avangate, Apprio, and Mulesoft. In addition, Jim held executive finance roles at 
Salesforce.com, NotifyMe Networks, NBC Internet, LDM Technologies, and 
General Electric Plastics. 
 
Jim earned a BA of Economics in Chemistry and Business Administration from 
Principia College.  He is also a graduate of the GE Financial Management 
Program. 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 

 
Carrie Catlin, Advisor 
Carrie is a Principal at Fenway Financial Advisors, LLC where she provides 
financial planning and investment management to “the 19%” – those with 
complex financial lives who are saving for or enjoying retirement.   
 
Carrie has worked in the financial services industry for over 25 years, in both the 
US and Singapore.  After starting a technology career at IBM, Carrie developed 
software for institutional equity trading at Morgan Stanley, sold electronic trading 
systems to institutional traders with Fidelity Investments, and held leadership 
roles in product management and institutional relationship management at 
JPMorgan and Fidelity Investments.  Carrie has also managed large institutional 
advisor relationships at Charles Schwab.   
 
Carrie earned an MBA from the New York University Stern School of Business.  
She also holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science with a Minor in 
Economics from the University of Delaware.  Carrie is a Certified Financial Planner 
(CFP®). 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sean Cunniff, Advisor  
Sean Cunniff is focused on advising 9th Gear in the areas of Compliance and 
Regulatory Affairs. He is also an Executive Advisor with Streamline Partners where 
he supports financial technology companies and the financial institutions that use 
them.  
 
Prior to joining Streamline, Cunniff spent five years at Deloitte, where he consulted 
with financial institutions on strategy, compliance and risk management. Sean has 
more than 25 years of financial industry, technology and consulting experience at 
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firms including SunGard (now FIS), CEB Tower Group (now Gartner), JPMorgan and 
John Hancock. 
 
Sean earned a BA in History at Boston College and a JD, cum laude from Suffolk 
University Law School where he graduated with honors. He is a Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP) and a licensed attorney in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Jim Glascott, Advisor 
Jim recently retired as the Chairman of Capital Markets for Barclays. In this banking 
role Jim helped spearhead senior client coverage across all Barclays financial 
related products. He worked with clients across the globe in various sectors, 
including Power, Telecom, Health Care, Industrial, Consumer/Retail and Financials. 
He advised the firm’s clients on capital raises as well as hedging and enterprise risk 
management strategies. Jim sat on the Barclays Investment Banking Operating 
Committee and ran the Capital Allocation Committee. He also served on the 
Diversity Committee of Barclays. 
 
He has been involved in the structuring and execution of some of the largest 
acquisition finance deals done to date. Jim also has extensive enterprise risk 
management experience, having advised clients on hedging and risk management 
issues, helping issuers mitigate both interest rate and currency risk.  
 
Jim has been a Trustee of St Patrick’s Parish in Bedford, NY and a Board Member of 
the Open Space Acquisition Committee in Pound Ridge, NY.  He is married with 
four sons. Jim received an MBA in Finance from The Wharton School in 1987 and a 
BA in Economics from Lafayette College in 1983. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Earl Sacerdoti PhD, Advisor 
Earl is a serial entrepreneur, management consultant, executive coach, and angel 
investor focused on early-stage software ventures. He has over 40 years 
experience in general management and managing research, development and 
engineering. Earl is a co-founder of Symantec, held bottom-line responsibility for 
a top-200 software products business through its IPO, and has held executive 
positions at a wide variety of software vendors and a medical device company. 
He has served on the board of directors of eight companies and on numerous 
advisory boards.  
 
He is a co-founder of the American Association for Artificial Intelligence and the 
author of a book and over 20 papers and articles on a wide range of advanced 
software topics. He is the inventor of eleven issued and two pending US patents 
concerning consumer-selected advertising, data visualization, and predictive 
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analytics using big data. He is also well known for his early basic research in 
Artificial Intelligence. 
 
Dr. Sacerdoti earned a BA in Psychology from Yale, and MS and PhD degrees in 
Computer Science from Stanford.  
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Josiah Sullivan, Advisor 
Josiah leads security and access engineering for Amazon in Seattle and 
previously led Amazon's re-architecture onto AWS. Prior to AWS, he was Director 
of Engineering and Director of Infrastructure Delivery at GoDaddy, managed 
Data Center Engineering & Architecture at ServiceNow, and launched, scaled and 
rebuilt multiple Microsoft cloud services.  
 
Josiah’s 20+ years in service engineering, operations, finance, and product 
planning enables him to drive breakout growth for cloud services by consistently 
reducing cost while increasing performance. 
 
Josiah earned a Bachelors in business and computer science from Seattle Pacific 
University.  
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